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A 


Abrupt end 
to lawsuit 
on ‘code 

of silence’ 


City’s settlement halts trial 
in cop's fatal DUI wreck 


By JASON MEISNER | Chicago Tribune 


In a stunning turnabout, city of 
Chicago lawyers settled a lawsuit Friday 
in the midst of closing arguments at a 
civil trial into whether a police code of 
silence allowed a Chicago cop to drive 
drunk without fear of consequences 
when he killed two young men in a fiery 
crash on the Dan Ryan Expressway. 

The development came as the lawyer 
for one of the victims of the 2009 wreck 
neared the end of a blistering closing 
argument in U.S. Dis- 
trict Judge Virginia 
Kendall’s packed 
courtroom. 

For nearly two 
hours, attorney Timo- 
thy Cavanagh had 
hammered at how a 
code of silence in the 
Chicago Police De- 
partment protected 
veteran homicide De- 
tective Joseph Frugoli — an admitted 
alcoholic — throughout his two-decade 
career. In fact, the code had even seeped 
into the trial, Cavanagh said, when it was 
revealed earlier this week that the city 
had failed to turn over crucial docu- 
ments showing Frugoli was involved in 
an alcohol-fueled bar fight as a young 
patrolman in 1992. 

Cavanagh then told the jury it was 
time to “talk about damages,” but the 
city’s attorneys suddenly sought a side- 
bar. After both sides huddled with the 
judge for more than 10 minutes, Kendall 
called a recess. During the break, 
relatives of the victims were seen 
weeping and hugging one another. 

When the judge returned, she an- 
nounced that the case was over. 

“The good news is, there is a settle- 
ment,” the judge said as jurors looked on 
curiously. The bad news, she said, was 


Frugoli 
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‘Englewood 
Four’ await 


$31 million 
city payout 


Wrongful convictions add to 
tab of cop misconduct suits 


By DAN HINKEL | Chicago Tribune 


Chicago officials are poised to ap- 
prove one of the largest payouts for 
police misconduct litigation in city 
history — nearly $31 million to settle 
lawsuits filed by the “Englewood Four,” 
who each spent some 15 years in prison 
for a 1994 rape and murder before DNA 
linked the crime to a convicted killer. 

The settlement would add to the 
hundreds of millions of dollars that 
taxpayers have shelled out in the last 
decade for a seemingly unending string 
of lawsuits alleging misconduct by the 
troubled Chicago Police Department. 
Just six weeks ago, a federal jury 
awarded a record-breaking $44.7 million 
in damages. 

On Monday, the City Council’s Fi- 
nance Committee is scheduled to con- 
sider paying out $30.99 million to 
Michael Saunders, Vincent Thames, 
Harold Richardson and Terrill Swift, 
who were teens when they were ar- 
rested in the slaying of 30-year-old Nina 
Glover. City Council approval of recom- 
mended legal settlements is generally a 
formality. 

The four were convicted largely on 
their confessions, but they later alleged 
their statements were coerced. Forensic 
testing in 2011 matched DNA from 
Glover’s body to Johnny Douglas, a 
convicted murderer and sex offender 
shot to death in 2008. A judge threw out 
their convictions over the objections of 
prosecutors from the office of then- 
State’s Attorney Anita Alvarez. 

While the proposed settlement would 


Turn to Misconduct, Page 4 


eX 


LOU FOGLIA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS 
Chicago Public Schools CEO Forrest Claypool enters a news conference Friday at CPS headquarters to announce his resignation. 


CPS chief out after 


cover-up accusation 


Longtime Emanuel ally 
at center of ethics probe 
at struggling district 


By JUAN PEREZ JR., BILL RUTHHART 
AND HAL DARDICK | Chicago Tribune 


Chicago Public Schools CEO Forrest 
Claypool resigned Friday, becoming the 
second district leader appointed by Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel to leave office amid 
allegations of wrongdoing. 

Claypool was accused of orchestrating a 
“full-blown cover-up” by the district in- 
spector general, who called for the CEO’s 
ouster in a blistering report given to the 
school board Wednesday. Emanuel 
staunchly defended his longtime ally for 
two days, but after Claypool met with all 
six board members Thursday, sources said 
it was clear he did not have their full 
support. 

That lack of backing, paired with the 
intense scrutiny the investigation had 


CPS Chief Education Officer Janice Jack- 
son has been named interim CEO. 


brought to Emanuel’s administration, led 
Claypool to decide to step down, a source 
said. 

At alate afternoon news conference that 
seemed more like a poignant retirement 
party than the political funeral of an ally, 


Emanuel noted the length of his relation- 
ship with Claypool and lauded academic 
and financial improvements at CPS under 
Claypool’s leadership. 

“He can walk out with his head held 
high,” Emanuel said. 

“An individual in time is judged by the 
entirety of their service” Emanuel said. 
“When you look at Forrest’s service ... he 
has always gone to work with his sleeves 
rolled up, ready to get the job done.” 

School board President Frank Clark 
said Claypool’s resignation is effective Dec. 
31. CPS Chief Education Officer Janice 
Jackson, who has long been seen as the 
heir apparent to the district’s top office, 
was named as interim CEO. The board will 
vote on her appointment at its Jan. 24 
meeting, Clark said. 

Claypool on Friday again apologized for 
his actions. Neither he nor the mayor 
responded to questions from reporters. 

“I am experienced enough to know that 
I’ve accomplished all that I can accom- 
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MOHAMMED SABER/EPA 


A Palestinian protests at a demonstration 
Friday against the U.S. decision to recog- 
nize Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. 


Muslim worshippers hit 
Trump, U.S. policy shift 


U.N. ambassador Haley pushes back on warning from council 


By KARIN LAUB AND ILAN BEN ZION 
Associated Press 


JERUSALEM — Large crowds of 
worshippers across the Muslim world 
staged anti-U.S. marches Friday, some 
stomping on posters of Donald Trump or 
burning American flags in the largest 
outpouring of anger yet at the US. 
president’s recognition of bitterly con- 
tested Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. 

In the holy city, prayers at Islam’s 
third-holiest site dispersed without inci- 
dent, but Palestinians clashed with Israeli 
troops in several dozen West Bank 
hotspots and on the border with the Gaza 
Strip. 

Israeli warplanes struck Hamas military 
targets in the Gaza Strip on Friday in 
response to a rocket fired from the zone 
that Israel’s military said was intercepted 
by its Iron Dome missile-defense system. 

The Palestinian health ministry said at 
least 15 people were injured in Friday’s 
airstrikes. 

In New York, U.S. ambassador Nikki 
Haley told an emergency session of the 


U.N. Security Council that the United 
States will not be “lectured” about its 
support for Israel and Mideast peace. 

Ambassadors from Britain, France, Italy, 
China and 10 other council members 
warned that Trump’s announcement that 
the US. recognizes Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital is a threat to peace. Some called it 
reckless. 

Other envoys blasted the U.S. shift as a 
violation of past U.N. Security Council 
resolutions or possibly of international 
law. 

Haley insisted that the U.S. adminis- 
tration remains committed to seeking a 
peace accord between Israel and the 
Palestinians and tried to turn the tables on 
the United Nations. 

“The U.N. has done much more to 
damage the prospects for Mideast peace 
than to advance them” by serving as a 
platform for anti-Israel bias, she said. “We 
will not be a party to that, and the United 
States will not be lectured to by countries 
that lack any credibility when it comes to 
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Tom Skilling’s forecast High32 Low20 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back of Chicago Sports 
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